36                            SELECTED ARTICLES

overthrown.   By organizing industrially we are forming the
structure of the new society within the shell of the old.

INDUSTRIAL UNION MANIFESTO

Issued by Conference of  Industrial  Unionists at  Chicago,
January 2, 3 and 4, 1905.

Social relations and groupings only reflect mechanical and
industrial conditions. The great facts of present industry
are the displacement of human skill by machines and the in-
crease of capitalist power through concentration in the pos-
session of the tools with which wealth is produced and dis-
tributed,

Because of these facts trade divisions among laborers and
competition among capitalists are alike disappearing. Class di-
visions grow ever more fixed and class antagonisms more sharp.
Trade lines have been swallowed up in a common servitude of
all workers to the machines which they tend. New machines,
ever replacing less productive ones, wipe out whole trades and
plunge new bodies of workers into the ever-growing army of
tradeless, hopeless unemployed. As human beings and human
skill are displaced by mechanical progress, the capitalists need
use the workers only during that brief period when muscles
and nerve respond most intensely. The moment the laborer no
longer yields the maximum of profits he is thrown upon the
scrap pile, to starve alongside the discarded machine. A dead
line has been drawn, and an age limit established, to cross
which, in this Avorld qf monopolized opportunities, means con-
demnation to industrial death.

The worker, wholly separated from the land and the tools,
with his skill of craftsmanship rendered useless, is sunk in the
uniform mass of wage slaves. He sees his power of resistance
broken by class divisions, perpetuated from outgrown industrial
stages. His wages constantly grow less as his hours grow
longer and monopolized prices grow higher. Shifted hither
and thither by the demands of profit-takers, the laborer's home
no longer exists. In this helpless condition he is forced to ac-
cept whatever humiliating conditions his master may impose.
He is submitted to a physical and intellectual examination more
searching than was the chattel slave when sold from the auction
block. Laborers arc no longer classified by difference in trade